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With the holidays fast approaching, it is a good time to remind everyone of pet safety. 

With all the last minute shopping, cleaning, and cooking, pet safety often gets over-

looked.  

When decorating: Keep enticing tinsel, ribbons and garlands away from pets. If in-

gested, these can become lodged in animals’ intestines, causing life-threatening obstruc-

tions. 

Secure or cover light cords to deter chewing. Pet-proof extension cords are an even bet-

ter way to make sure your pet does not shock or electrocute himself. 

When guests are expected: Make sure your pets are properly restrained so they don’t 

escape as guests are entering and exiting. Many people do not have pets (imagine that!) 

and are not used to keeping on eye on them. Make sure your pets are wearing collars and 

tags, and if possible, get them microchipped. Don’t forget, as much as we love to see 

Santa, he frightens many dogs and cats! 

When cleaning up leftovers: Keep turkey, ham or any other leftover bones away from 

pets. Bones can tear or obstruct your pet’s intestinal tract. 

Don’t “stuff” your pets. Found in abundance in turkey stuffing, onions can destroy a 

dog’s red blood cells, leading to anemia. In addition, rich, fatty foods like turkey skin or 

gravy can cause pancreatitis in animals. 

If you are planning to be away for the holidays: make boarding appointments early, 

and make sure your pet’s shots are up to date. Boarding facilities will not accept them 

otherwise. 

   Have a safe and happy Holiday Season from all of us at Treasured Friends! 

Special points of in-

terest: 

∗ Volunteer Opportuni-
ties 

∗ Wish List 

∗ Neuter Scooter 

∗ Support a Pet 

∗ Www.TreasuredFrien
dsRescue.org. 

 

Paw Prints 

Words from Wowzer!   

The holidays are coming and it makes me reminisce and 

think about a pet’s life and how humans give animals as 

gifts.  Sometimes it turns out well and sometimes it doesn’t. 

 People don’t seem to realize how fragile we are and how much we need affec-

tion and care and how deep our attachment is to the family we become a part of. And  

that we all have different personalities.  Sometimes a cat like myself is very gregari-

ous and another cat may be shy.  Even though I am a friendly and vocal cat I have 

had my problems. 

 About twelve years ago I found myself abandoned and abused but kind and 

loving Mimi took me in and I have had a wonderful life.  Even though Mimi died her 

daughter has become my caregiver and now I am about 17 years old and writing this 

column.  This also means that cats can live a long, long time. My “brother” Diddy 

Kitty died of kidney failure at 23 and our “sister “Inspector Detector Cluseau was 
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IN MEMORY OF : 

Karen Bartz  Rosalyn Ward 

Alice Canty  Snoopy & Charlie 

Joseph & Carol Ferraro Jim Roback 

Radine Green  Princess “Prissy” 

J Roback  My son Jim & dog Trixie 

Patricia Thomas Buffy 

Tracy Woods  Lucky Woods 

Anne Dorton  Marty & Fluffy 

Anna Nowak  Sam & Molly 

Eryn Meshel &  

Jason Radice  Our Stryder (The Warrior) 

Gara/Rhyne Family Samantha(06) & Kellie (04)  

 

Treasured Friends  can be found  

most weekends at Highland 

PetCo on Indianapolis Blvd from 

noon until 4 PM. 

We will occasionally be at the 

PetsMart in Schererville, also on 

Indianapolis Blvd.  

Please check our website to con-

firm the locations and hours. 

.Stay tuned for further details 

on low cost spay and neuter 

that will soon be offered 

through Treasured Friends. 

The new clinic should be open 

in mid December or January. 

Details will be posted on our 

website when available. 

Treasured Memories and Honorariums 

Wowzer cont 

was also 23 when she went to kitty heaven. 

 I’m telling you my story so that you realize cats can live a long, long time. But it doesn’t matter if a pet’s 

lifespan is very short or very long or somewhere in between.  Please research the type of pet you want to bring into your 

home and consider the commitment that it is.  Don’t get pets as gifts for small children.  They don’t understand the care 

the pet needs and that they can’t be handled like an inanimate object. Or, if the pet might bite or scratch the child, it isn’t 

an hostile act but just one of self preservation. 

 Also, we become attached to our family (if they treat us well) and we grieve and are very confused if abandoned 

or given to just anyone who comes along.  And don’t forget, that UNSCRUPULOUS AND HORRIBLE  PEOPLE love 

to get their hands on unwanted pets to sell to laboratories.  They like tame and trusting pets as they are easier to torture 

and those poor pets undergo unspeakable suffering at those labs. 

 I know there are a lot of great humans out there like my “mom” who understands what we pets need in the way 

of care and affection.  Yes, I like lots of affection. In fact , I must wake “mom” each morning with a rousing meow or 

two or three and try to give here a kiss on the tip of her nose.  So, know about the pet you want to adopt and there will be 

happy times.    Ta, ta and meow, wow! 
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IN HONOR OF: 

Matt & Diane Dudzik  Snowball & Timmie 

Jan Maurice   Beau & Etta 

Elsie Stevens   Lily (Boots) 

Anne Dorton   Smokey 

Anna Nowak   Anna Nowak 

Eryn Meshel &  

Jason Radice   Spot 

Gora Rhyne Family  Paris & T.J. 

In September the Whiting/Robertsdale Campfire girls spon-

sored a car wash to raise money for local animal shelters and 

rescue groups.  As a result a $50 check was donated to TF for 

animal expenses to carry on our “great work.”   TF thanks 

JoAnn Palko Campfire Leader for this kind donation. 

 

Save a Life 
Adopt a Shelter Pet 

Weekends Spay/Neuter 
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Special thanks to the Anti-Cruelty Society in Chicago, Dr. Reed at Westchester Animal Hospital 
(Porter), Dr. Kim at Animal Medical Center (Sauk Village), and Glenwood Village Pet Hospital for pro-
viding low cost spay/neuter and vaccinations. Without their support, we would not be able to help as 
many animals as we do now!  

   

Success Stories! 

This news came 3 weeks after Pete (now Logan) was adopted.  “He has been an absolutely perfect fit.! From day one he has made 

himself quite at home.”  We already had Sadie a 3 year old Sheltie/golden mix we adopted from The Calumet Area Humane Society. 

She doesn’t like to be alone , but improving all the time. 

Sadie and Logan are best of buddies. They simply love each other.  They are always together whether it’s sleeping , playing or snug-

gling with me. When thy sleep, they sleep like spoons—many times Logan will have his arms around Sadie. Of course, they nap all 

day but after supper they sound like a heard of elephants running through our small house .  One way the cat is chasing the dog and 

the dog is chasing the cat. They are just too funny.  

Logan is clean, he is beautiful, he is kind  and affectionate.  I would never know that he has claws.  He is ever so gentle 

We lost our black kitty  18 a year ago.  I have missed him every day with all my heart. Logan has truly filled a void.  I don’t know 

who’s more grateful Logan or me.  Thank you Treasured Friends.  It’s been a match made in heaven!  

 Mary Spisak. 

P.S.Dr. Hall of Woodmar Animal Clinic says Treasured Friends did a great job with  Logan.  He’s in great shape. 

 

I adopted a kitten from TF close to three years ago.  He was named Kramer and had a twin brother who was very, very shy.  The TF 

lady said he couldn’t be adopted for awhile due to his shyness.  These two kitted were abandoned in a yard and left to die.  Fortu-

nately they were rescued.   

So I took Kramer (now named Caesar) home with me and I absolutely love my boy.  He love me too.  And, never having been a 

mom to a kitten before I wasn’t sure how it would be.  But  Caesar is a delight. 

I have always wondered what happened to his twin.  Was he adopted or is he available for adoption now?  Just wondering  as  he’s 

always been on my mind and I feel bad that the brothers have been apart. I don’t know if you can track him, but I would like to 

know.   

Thank you,  Darcy L. Kutzer 

Note from Liz:  The twin was adopted shortly after Caesar (Kramer).  So, the story has a happy ending.  

Adopt an Older Cat  - by Teri Martin 

 

You have finally made the decision to adopt a cat.  The idea of an irresistibly cute kitten romping around is very tempting.  But 

why not consider adopting an older cat?  A lot of potential adopters seem to think of an older cat as if they are used up or worn 

out.  That is just not the case.  As a matter of fact, there are a lot of advantages to adopting a cat versus a kitten. 

A cat has already developed its personality so you will know if it suits your family.  If you adopt a kitten, it may turn out to be a 

very shy and non-playful cat that does not interact with the family. 

An older cat will be less demanding of your time and will require less supervision than a kitten.  A cat is still playful and fun to 

watch, but it will also be more likely to want to spend quiet time with you by sitting on your lap or just being in the same room 

with you.   Studies have shown that cats can have real health benefits in humans by reducing stress levels and blood pressure.  

A kitten may have the reverse effect. 

Cats can live into their late teens and even early twenties, so another consideration is your own age.  If you are 65 or older it is 

always possible you will not out live your kitten so an older cat is a good choice.  If you are younger, with school age children, a 

cat who is one or two years old would be a great choice and it can grow up with your children.  

So if you are considering a new pet, why not make it a cat from 2 -12 years old?  You will still have years of unconditional love 

and companionship to look forward to. It is a fact that at animal shelters the adult animals are among the first to be euthanized 

because they are less likely to be adopted.  In a few short months that kitten you brought home will be an adult, so why not take 

home something that has a proven track record?  Plus the good feeling that you are providing a loving home for a frightened and 

confused cat that has no idea why he lost his family and everything familiar to him  



Wish List     I 

Iams adult cat food 

ProPlan kitten food 

Purina kitten chow 

Purina dog and puppy chow 

Volunteers are urgently needed to 
help at PetCo on the weekends. Help 

is needed on Friday afternoons at 4 

PM to set up cages, and Sunday after-

noon at 4 PM to take them down. 

My Gift Will Help Make More Forever Homes Possible! 
 

Name__________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________ 

 Every amount, great or small, will help us help the animals! 

$10             $25   $50   Other 

Make checks payable to Treasured Friends, PO Box 9234, Highland, 

IN 46322 

In Honor  

of:___________________________ 

 

In Memory 
of:____________________________ 
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Become a Member : 

Annual Dues  are $5  

Send to our P.O. Box 

Come To Our Monthly Meetings: 

The second Friday of the month  

7:00 PM At Jean Shepherd Commu-

nity Center  (Dowling Park) 

3031 Mahoney Drive 

Hammond, Indiana 

Upcoming Events: 

Monthly Meetings: 

Friday, December 14 Christmas Party 

At Chela’s Restaurant-must sign up in 

advance 

Friday, January 11 

Friday, February 8 

 

Pictures with Santa– Dec 8 at Petco 



MACK TRUCK -  
  A high five paw to y’all out there!  What a great summer! Yeah, I know those skeeters were out with a vengeance, so I can’t say 

I’m all that sad to see the cooler weather arrive.  

     Have you been enjoying your summer?  I know I have!!   It’s been really exciting and I’ve gotten a lot of new material for more 

stories.  So, while the tales about my life in the wild are about over you won’t be disappointed!   Being a more mild-mannered fella 

might not be as spine tingling but I’m planning on some pretty darn good stories, if I do say so myself!  

      My next tale is about an old arch enemy, Mack.  From the time we were both kittens Mack and I just never saw eye to eye on 

anything but a good fight.  If I said black, Mack would say white just to be ornery so we could fight.  And Mack is not the kind of cat 

you walk away from, as he’ll come get you if he’s looking to fight.  And come get me is just what he did.  

   

I knew I was in trouble when I met that ugly beast on one of my daily strolls out around my new farm.  Mack's been a feral ever 

since he can remember so you'll probably never see him, but trust me.  He's out there.  And he's mean and nasty besides being plan 

old UG-LEE.  Missing' part of an ear and his tail's been broke a few times. He's big AND fat and walks with a limp and has a big 

scar down his side where he had a close call with a coyote.  I think that's what made him so extra mean was that coyote.  His coat's 

usually pretty scruffy lookin', too, as he never takes time to wash.  Always says he's too busy tryin' to stay a live to wash.  Pretty 

soon we won't have to see him coming - we'll smell him coming!!  OOOOO!!!  Ouch, ouch, ouch. I have to stop making jokes cuz' I 

end up laughing so hard I hurt myself!  

   

Anyhow, he said he was looking for a good fight and was happy that he’d found me.  He thought this area had a lot of potential for 

him and he was thinking he just might stay.  Seein' as how I kinda liked this place I wasn't about to let Mack spoil it for me.  So I 

accepted his challenge.  Sigh.  Big mistake.  I'll spare you the details cuz they just aren't pretty but you can bet the fight was loud 

with lotsa fur flyin'.  And, sadly most of that fur was mine.  I look like a really bad example of some sort of spotted critter with all 

my bare spots.  Muscles I didn't know I have were hurtin' something awful and what fur I had left was paining me.  Somehow I got 

in the way of those stainless steel claws of Mack’s and ended up with a couple of good sized gashes on my chest and back.  To top it 

off, I hurt so bad that I couldn’t even think about getting my head around to cleaning out those gashes. When Mack digs in he really 

digs in.    

   

Oh, I can remember it just like it was yesterday.  Jeepers, no matter what I did, it hurt like heck!   And those gashes kept leaking all 

over every time I moved, especially the one under my chin on my big manly chest.  Try as I could I just couldn’t reach it to keep it 

clean and with Mack and his poor hygiene habits I knew I had to be extra careful.  Oh, I was a sad sight.    

 
Last time I got into a fight like this I thought I was done with fighting.  But NOOOO !!!  The Wild Man had to try just one more 

time.  That last fight laid me low for over a month and I had a heck of a time getting a few of those wounds to heal.  You think I 

woulda learned something. Guess I'm not so smart after all.    

   

BUT!!  I will say that Mack probably won't be back in this area for a while. He may have gotten a couple of good punches in on me 

but I tossed 'em right back at him.  I think I got his other ear, or at least gave it a couple of good piercings with my teeth and I know I 

gave him a good slice on his big ugly belly with my own razor sharp claws. The end of the fight came when I chomped down really, 

Really REALLY hard on his bad leg.  That ugly old tom cat cried like a baby.  Lucky for me I knew that was his weak 

spot.  Unlucky for him I have really sharp teeth and strong jaw muscles.  Well, that would explain why those muscles hurt so 

bad.  And why I have such a nasty taste in my mouth!  

  (cont’d on page 4) 

 Bob Tales, the continuing saga of Bob “the wild man”  

 by Deb Halsted, Just Because Farm, Wheatfield, IN 
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Please spread the word about how important it is to get all pets spayed and neutered! It will prevent un-
wanted animals, and prevent health problems such as breast and uterine cancer in females, and prostate 
cancer in males. It also reduces the urge to wander and fight ! 



Overpopulation is Epidemic… 

    Every year in the U.S. an estimated 5 million  homeless animals are euthanized in shelters. That is 
one per life lost every 6.5 seconds. It costs the taxpayers about 2 billion dollars per year to catch, 
house, kill and dispose of these homeless creatures.  This pet overpopulation is so staggering that for 
every animal born in the U.S. to have a home, each human being would have to own 6 dogs and 9 cats. 
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It’s a Dangerous World Out There contributed by Teri Martin 

They may beg you to go out of doors, but it’s fact that cats who stay indoors all the time  are protected from many 

hazards.  Some are listed below: 

 

Your cat has little chance against a vehicle on the road.  They could be easily distracted by something going on 

across the street and dart out not even seeing the car bearing down on them.  It is a myth that cats are 

“street wise” about cars.  They are intelligent animals, but they know nothing about what an automobile 

can do to them. 

Poisons on chemically treated lawns, bait to kill rats and mice and auto antifreeze, which has an appealing 

taste, are just a few things that your cat can get into if let outside. 

Without a doubt if you let your cat outside it will pick up ticks and fleas and bring them indoors.  Fleas are 

dangerous for you and your cat because they can transmit diseases through their bites. 

Rabies should be a major concern for people who let their cats outside.  Also, a free roaming cat can become in-

fected with feline leukemia or feline immunodeficiency virus (FIVE) when they fight with other cats and 

receive deep bite wounds.  None of these are curable. 

Other cats, dogs, coyotes, raccoons and foxes are potential enemies of cats since it often leads to a fight that 

may leave your cat with severe injuries.  These injuries may result in expensive veterinary treatment or 

death. 

Cruel people are also a threat to your cat.  Vets and shelter workers see cats that have been tortured, burned, 

shot and poisoned by people who may not want your cat in their yard.  There are also people who collect 

pets and sell them to laboratories for research. 

And finally, your cat may get lost if let outside.  Fewer that 5% of cats taken in by shelters are reunited with 

their families.  One way of being assured your pet will be returned to you, if it accidentally gets lost, is by 

getting it micro chipped. 

Bob Tales, cont’d from page 3 

 

YUCK!  

He didn't quite call 'Uncle' but he did let go of me and then high tailed it outta there.  Or at least he high tailed it as much as his 

broken old poor example of a tail would let him.  Oh man, you have to stop me from making puns like that cuz I’m laughing so 

hard I think I’m going pee my pants – if I wore pants!!   

Anyhow, I did my best and stumbled my way to the barn as it was getting dark and pretty chilly.  I figured a good couple of 

days of rest and some attention to my wounds and I’d be ok.   

  

Well, I was wrong.  And on that note I’ll leave you hanging until next time! 


